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The Story of Salvation

The story of Salvation is found in the history of the world with which we are all involved. It starts
with the origins of the Universe in the mind of God, and finishes with a New Creation in which God
has promised He will bring all things to their just and proper conclusion. The story of Salvation is our
‘Alpha and Omega’, our beginning and our end, and it is the subject of the Bible.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

There are a number of ways of reading the Bible in order to help it make sense.

1. The read it as a history (see separate sheet) which has significant highlights
a. Creation (pre-history)
b. The election of Abraham (circa 2,000 BC)
c. Moses and the Exodus (Circa 1,500 BC)
d. David and Solomon, and the Temple (1,000 to 900 BC)
e. The Exile of God’s people after the destruction of Jerusalem (597 to 587 BC)
f. The revolt of Judas Maccabeus against the Greek rule of Israel (312 BC)
g. The life of Christ (circa 5 BC to 25 AD)

2. To ask basic questions about the text, the most fruitful of which are
a. What does it say about God? (and Jesus and the Holy Spirit)
b. What does it say about people? (both in the past, the present and the future)
c. What does it say about the relationship between God and people? (which significantly

includes the work of God to save people from their sins)

3. To read the Bible alongside other books; commentaries, devotional aids, dictionaries etc.
Though please note that it is the Bible which we call Scripture, not all these other books which
may be a great help, but THEY ARE NOT GOD’S WORD.

4. Read the Bible systematically. You can obtain many Bible aids today which assist you to read
through the Bible, just see in your local Christian Bookshop. Or make up your own method:
mine is three chapters of the OT, one of the NT and one psalm per day (15-20 mins)

5. To read the Bible in different ways. Within the first few centuries of the Christian church the
following model of interpretation was adopted (originally by the famous scholar Origin in the
second century AD):

a. Literal Approach – taking the obvious ‘literal’ sense of the text.
b. Allegorical Approach – looking at the meaning of the text, including hidden meaning.
c. Moral Approach – examining the application or teaching within the text.



A TIMELINE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE

DATE ISRAELITE HISTORY CHARACTERS BOOKS OF THE BIBLE WORLD POWERS

Up to 2000 BC CREATION
Pre-History

Adam & Eve, Cain, Abel,
Seth, Noah

Genesis

2000 BC The Patriarchs
The COVENANT

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph

Genesis Mesopotamia

2000 – 1400 BC Israel in Egypt Exodus Strong Egypt

1300 BC The EXODUS – The
Israelites in the wilderness

Moses Exodus, Leviticus
Numbers, Deuteronomy

Strong but
weakening Egypt

1200 to 1000 BC Into the Promised Land
The Judges

Joshua and the Judges Joshua, Judges Weak Egypt

1020 to 922 BC The United Monarchy -
Israel at it most powerful,
Jerusalem captured.
The Temple built

Samuel Saul, David,
Solomon

1 & 2 Samuel
1 Kings

Small nation states -
Egypt, Assyria, Tyre
etc

922 to 720 BC The Divided kingdoms,
Israel in north and Judah in
south.

Elijah, Elisha, Ahab,
Jezebel, Amos, Hosea,
Micah, Isaiah, Jonah?

1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2
Chronicles, Amos,
Hosea, Micah, Isaiah

Strong Assyria

720 BC Northern state of Israel is
destroyed by Assyria

Hezekiah, Isaiah 2 Kings 17
2 Chronicles 28
Isaiah 36-39

Strong Assyria

720 to 600 BC Judah and Jerusalem alone
survive.

Isaiah, Kings Josiah and
Manasseh

2 Kings, 2 Chronicles,
Zephaniah, Nahum

Assyria falls to
BABYLON (612)

597 – 586 BC The EXILE - Judah is taken
to Babylon

King Zedekiah, Jeremiah,
Baruch, Nebuchadnezzar

Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Strong Babylon

586 onwards for
40 – 70 years

Judah in captivity in
Babylon, Jerusalem
abandoned

Jeremiah, Daniel Isaiah (revisited) -
Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel? Jonah?

Babylon weakens
PERSIA conquers
Babylon

537 BC onwards Return from Exile, Temple
rebuilt. Attempts at
reconstruction, Rule by
Greek ‘Seleucids’

Ezra, Nehemiah, King
Cyrus, Zerubabbel

Nehemiah, Ezra, Esther,
Zechariah, Haggai,
Obadiah, Joel, Malachi

The Persian Empire,
overrun by Greeks

312BC Maccabean revolt against
Greek Culture

Judas Maccabeus Daniel? Greek Empire

312 BC
to 63 BC

Partial independence –
ruled by Priestly Families

Greek / Roman
Empire

0 – 30 BC Life of JESUS Herod’s family
rule under Romans

JESUS CHRIST The Gospels Roman Empire

30 - 70 AD THE EARLY CHURCH Peter, Barnabas, Paul Acts, Letters of Paul Roman Empire

70 – 312 AD Rome sacks Jerusalem in
AD70. Jews and the Church
‘dispersed’

The ‘Early Fathers’; Letters of Paul, Peter,
John, Jude,
Revelation of John

Roman Empire.
Constantine
converted 312 AD



THE PROLOGUE
IN THE BEGINNING - GOD The people of Israel received the revelation that God was:

a responsible for all creation

b essentially benevolent

c Not able to be manipulated by his creation.

CREATION of HUMANITY People are the pinnacle of God's creative activity (Gen 1:26,27), reflecting, both male and
female together, the "image of God". They are given authority over creation by God. They are made out of ‘earth’, and
by God’s breath are made into ‘living beings’ (Gen 2:7): that is; body, spirit and soul.

THE FALL - REBELLION and SIN The idea of the separation of darkness and light occurs in Genesis 1, and possibly refers
to the separation of good and evil, as well as night and day. The well known description of the "Fall" comes in Genesis 3.
In this story, Adam and Eve succumb to the evil of temptations and rebellion against God:

a by free choice, accepting temptation

b by the power of evil, ultimately from Satan

Note, the story of the Fall in Genesis 3 does not refer to ‘Satan’, or ‘original sin’ etc. These words are not found in
Genesis 3, but they do describe the way the church has interpreted the story for centuries.

GOD'S ANSWER - SELF REVELATION and RELATIONSHIP. God is heart broken by the separation that has been caused by
the rebellion and sin of Adam and Eve, representing all people; and this affects all creation (see Gen 3:14-19). So He puts
immediately begins the rescue plan (Gen 3:15). This entails two things.

a Firstly, despite the separation created by humanity, he decides to reveal himself.

b Secondly, he creates the possibility of relationship through "Covenant".

These themes of "self revelation" and "Covenant" are key to our understanding the history of the people of Israel.
They are theologically demonstrated in Genesis 1-11 and form a prologue to the whole of the Bible.

DISCOVERING GOD
ABRAHAM and the COVENANT OF FAITH God establishes a ‘Covenant’ relationship with Abraham and chooses to reveal
his character to the world through him and his offspring (Gen 12,2,3; 15:1-6; 17) Note that this relationship is dependent
on God, but is also dependent on the FAITH of Abraham (Gen 15:5,6). God always upholds his side of the Covenant, even
when Abraham or the people of Israel let him down.

ISRAEL IN EGYPT In the course of time, Israel becomes a nation, a "great multitude of people". In Egypt they become
slaves of the Egyptians, and forget the God of their ancestors (Ex 2:23, 3:13).

DELIVERANCE AND REBELLION God saves the people from slavery with a great act of his own power (Ex 14). This,
however is not enough to convince the people that they should follow God. The history of the relationship between God
and His people in the desert is full of rebellion (Ex 16-19).

THE GIVING of the LAW God acts to deal with the disobedience by giving the LAW. We know this code of law as the 10
COMMANDMENTS, but it is much more than that, filling several books of the Old Testament: (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy). Note that it is only necessary because of the inability of the people to keep the Covenant
themselves. They need a moral guidelines for life in order to keep ‘faith’.

BEING A NATION
ENTERING CANAAN The people go into Canaan, take the land, and grow into a nation (the book of Joshua). They have
to remain distinct as a nation in order to fulfil their task of showing God to the world. Many of the stories of Judges are
about the importance of Israel remaining distinct as a tribal group at that time and place.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM - Who needs a King when you have God? In order to have a kingdom, you
need a leader/King! A great debate occurs between Samuel and the people of Israel about whether having a king will
detract from their proper relationship with God (1 Sam 8). God accepts the people’s request for a king, but only on
condition that the king must accept God’s absolute authority, as reflected by the prophets. The first king was Saul, who
did not keep this agreement (1 Sam 15), and was rejected by Samuel and by God.

DAVID AND SOLOMON The first great King of all Israel was David. He and His son Solomon reigned over the united
Kingdom of Israel. This was the most successful period of the life of God’s people. A capital city was established (2 Sam
5), and Solomon built the great ‘Temple’ for the worship of the Lord in Jerusalem.

DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam was a cruel leader, and the northern tribes
separated and became the ‘northern’ kingdom of ISRAEL. The southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin, centred around



Jerusalem, remains loyal kings in the line of David, and were called the kingdom of JUDAH (1 Kings 11:9-13). It is
important to remember the difference between these two when reading the Old Testament.

THE LATER KINGS Some later kings of Israel and Judah were materially successful (e.g. Ahab and Uzziah) but some were
not. The kings of Israel in the north were NOT of the line of David and gradually degenerated. They were mostly not
interested in God’s COVENANT, and introduced the worship of Baal into the Kingdom (see king Ahab – 1 Kings 16:31f.).
Some of the kings of Judah were just as bad, but others were deeply committed to the Lord, for example king Hezekiah (2
Kings 18:9f and Isaiah 37-40) and Josiah (2 Kings 22,23)

THE EARLY PROPHETS With the collapse of good KINGSHIP, God revealed himself through PROPHETS. There had been
wise men for generations; but God raised up individual prophets with the purpose of revealing God’s will to the kings and
the nations. The first of these were ELIJAH and ELISHA, who did two things. They challenged the authority of the kings of
Judah and Israel, and they confronted the worship of foreign gods, for example, see Elijah’s famous confrontation with
the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 17,18). They called on God’s people to return to the worship of their COVENANT God, as
their true KING (1 Kings 21:17-19).

AMOS, HOSEA and ISAIAH of JERUSALEM Not very long after Elijah and Elisha, Amos and Hosea were called to speak to
the people of the Northern Kingdom about their sins, and the need to return to their God. Their message was rejected.
Soon after this, Isaiah of Jerusalem, a priest, began to prophecy in the same way about the Southern Kingdom. Isaiah’s
prophecies became central to the experience of God’s people over the next 200 years, and we can now see that they lie
at the heart of the Old Testament. According to the New Testament, especially their connection with Jesus (see Isaiah
53), they explain both the history of God’s people and the coming of the MESSIAH. Isaiah’s prophecies are therefore
central to any understanding of God’s Word in the Bible.

NATIONAL COLLAPSE AND SPIRITUAL RECOVERY
POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS DEGENERATION Politically, the nations surrounding Israel become strong; Egypt, Syria, and
Babylon. What became of Israel's Covenant (see Abraham, above) task to proclaim the love of God to the world?
Nothing; God’s people were in disarray and worshipped many gods. All the prophets spoke and wrote against this
backdrop. They declared the authority of God in a fallen world of violence and injustice.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL As prophesied by Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, the Northern kingdom of Israel
was overrun by Assyrian armies in 721 BC. The old kingdom of Israel was wiped off the mat of world history. The same
armies approached Judah, with intent to sack Jerusalem; but after intervention by Isaiah and the prayers of Hezekiah,
God saved Jerusalem, and the invading army of Assyria was destroyed (2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 37:36). God had saved Judah
and Jerusalem, even though they did not deserve it.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE NATION OF JUDAH The nation of Judah survived for a time, and some of its kings attempted to
institute religious reform (2 Kings 22,23). Sin still pervaded the life of the nation, and reluctantly, Jeremiah prophesied
that God would teach his people a lesson through the agonies of defeat and exile to a foreign land (Jeremiah 18f.). The
Babylonians invaded Jerusalem in 597BC, and then sacked the Temple in 587BC. Most of the story of Jeremiah is set
against the story of these cataclysmic events, as God’s people were taken into exile.

PROPHETIC REINTERPRETATION OF HISTORY In the face of all this, people asked the question, "Has God forgotten us".
It was the prophets and priests (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ezra, Nehemiah etc) who helped people rediscover their faith.
They believed that God was showing something new and important about Himself through these events; namely that
God was with His people irrespective of where their Temple was, and that God's Covenant love transcended suffering
(Isaiah 53:7, Jeremiah 33:33f.).

AN OPPRESSED NATION AND THE HOPE FOR A MESSIAH
THE POST-EXILE JEWISH COMMUNITY After the terrible experience of exile, Nehemiah and Ezra and Zerubbabel were
used by God to bring the Judeans (Jews) back to Jerusalem. They did this after a Persian king (Cyrus – see Isaiah 45:1f.
and Ezra 1:1,2) decreed that the Babylonian captives could go free. They attempted to re-unite God’s people, but
found it hard going (see Ezra, Nehemiah and Malachi). Within this setting arose the hope that one day, God would
send His Messiah to liberate His people.

GREEKS and the ROMANS The world powers that controlled Palestine in the centuries before Christ were firstly the
Greeks, and then the Romans. Greek culture and Gods were forced upon the Jews around 200 years before Christ,
and there was a great rebellion against this, the ‘Macabean revolt’ (circa 170BC). This revolt was partially successful
and resulted, by the time of Christ, in Israel being a largely independent state within the larger Roman Empire; ruled
locally, but governed by Rome.

THE MESSIAH All this political upheaval resulted in Jewish people examining their own past and turning to a hope
rooted in their traditions; that a God-sent ruler would emerge who would lead His people out of domination and
establish a New Kingdom. Ordinary people interpreted this in many different ways, as did the great rabbis and leaders
of the day. It was the background against which the sect of the Pharisees grew; they were strictly religious fanatics for
the rules of ancient Israel. But then a man called Jesus of Nazareth came on the scene, and challenged their
interpretation of God’s COVENANT … !


