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What the Bible teaches about Love

1 – LOVE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT – THE WORDS

The Hebrew words for love are primarily ‘Ahavah’, and also ‘cheseth’. We came across these two words
in session 2

AHAVAH - This word is an entirely general word in Hebrew, but when used in the Bible to talk about the
relationship between God and humanity, it normally has the meaning of `unconditional love', or `freely
chosen love'. This is the deepest form of love we know because it come from our inner feelings about
people and things. Love is expressed in a number of different ways, but usually there is a degree of
intensity about it.

CHESETH - In contrast to "ahavah", "cheseth" describes the long-term quality of love. That is, Loyalty,
faithfulness, eagerness, or steadfastness. This word has no use in Hebrew apart from theological use to
describe the Covenant relationship of God and His people. However, this use is powerful because it
describes God’s guarantee of love and care for His people which can be depended upon.

2 – LOVE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT – GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS CREATION

COVENANT LOVE – God loves His world and His people and longs for a relationship with them, something
which was broken at the ‘Fall’. The story of the Bible is the story of God’s intention throughout history to
restore this relationship. This relationship is usually described as a ‘Covenant’ and is characterised by the
word ‘cheseth’, meaning ‘faithful love’. Again, this is dealt with more fully in earlier sessions.

ELECTION LOVE – Love cannot be expressed generally, but specifically. So God chose to show His love for
all people by means of an example; chosing Abraham and his descendants, the people of Israel (See Deut
4:37; 7:6ff.; 10:15; Isaiah 43:4). There is nothing special in God’s people which makes them worthy of
God’s love, but the fact that they have God’s love makes them special.

PERSONAL LOVE – One of the characteristics of the Old Testament in comparison with many other ancient
stories / documents is the personal nature of these stories. The story of Israel begins with a person –
Abraham. The story of God’s Word given to His people is given through person, Moses, who is the
mediator of God’s ‘Law’. One of the most poignant stories of God’s love in the Old Testament is that of the
prophet Hosea. In Hosea 1-3, God’s love suffers the deep humility of rejection by Israel; just as Hosea faces
rejection by Gomer. Nevertheless, although there are consequences to that rejection, God’s love always
finds a way (see Jer 31:3)

3 – LOVE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT – LOVE AS A HUMAN RESPONSE TO GOD

LOVE AS A DUTY TO GOD – We are asked to ‘Love’ the Lord our God ‘with all our heart and soul and mind
and strength’ (Deut 6:5f.) This is fundamental to our relationship with God. The prophets complain when
people do not show this attitude to God (see Amos 5, Isaiah 1,2 etc.). Note also that this is regarded as a
summary of the Law; it is the ‘Shema’ the great prayer of faith with unites Jews (Deut 6:4,5). See also Deut
10:12, 13:3. For the love of God as the basis for the Law.

JOB - One of the greatest stories of the love of a human being for God is the story of Job, who loved God
despite all manner of suffering. The book is long and difficult, but it is essential for our understanding of
the relationship between God and people in the Old Tetsament.

LOVE AS A DUTY TO OTHERS – This is the greatest call of men and women for each other, and is presented
as a law in Leviticus 19:18(b). Love here is no mere sentiment, but a matter of taking the example of God
and putting it into practice in how you treat others.



LOVE IN THE PSALMS – the vast majority of expressions of love found in the Old Testament are within the
Psalms; ‘but I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love will enter Your house ...’ (Ps 5:7). The word
appears as a refrain in Psalms 107, 118, 119, 136, and is in the first verse of the famous ‘Hallel’ Psalms 115-
118.

WORSHIP AS LOVE –True worship is therefore an expression of our love of God, or it is nothing else. This is
what the prophets and others realised when they said that all the sacrifice and burnt offerings in the world
were meaningless to God unless those who worshipped God, loved Him (see Amos 5:21f. Isaiah 1:14f. etc)

4 – LOVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT – THE WORDS

GENERAL LOVE – ‘PHILEO’ – this is the word used most often in classical Greek for love. It means intimate
affection, and also refers to doing things which are pleasurable. It is very noticeable that it is not used very
much in the New Testament.

SPECIAL LOVE – AGAPE – this word has attracted much attention in recent years for what it is, the special
form of love which distinguishes God’s love for humanity, and should therefore be the ‘rule’ for our love of
God and others. However, we should remember that in classical Greek, it expresses ‘that highest and
noblest form of love which sees something infinitely precious in its object’ (New Bible Dictionary – IVP).
However the use of the word in the New Testament comes from Jesus’ use of it as quoted in John’s Gospel
(John 13:34,35 etc). Jesus’ use of the word love is almost wholly based on the OLD TESTAMENT notion of
God’s Love.

5 – LOVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT – GOD’S LOVE FOR US IN CHRIST

THE LOVE OF GOD FOR JESUS – The whole Gospel of Salvation happens because God loves His creation and
us in particular. He shows this by sending His son Jesus to show us His love. It is natural therefore that the
contacts between God the Father and Jesus recorded in the Gospels are characterised by the word
‘beloved’ (‘agapetos’ - see Matt 3:17, 12:18, 17:5 – and other Gospels)

HEALING & MINISTRY etc. AS GOD’S EXPRESSION OF LOVE – The ministry of Jesus is an expression of God’s
love for us; see ‘the spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the Captives and recovery of sight to the blind.’ (Luke 4:18 see
also Isaiah 61:1)

JESUS AS OUR FRIEND – Jesus accepted all as his friends – see his acceptance of sinners Luke 15:11f. 18:10
etc.) He was also described as a friend of tax collectors and outcasts (Luke 7:34). The saving activity of God
in Jesus is declared to be His ‘love’ see John 3:16, John 4:9.

THE PROOF OF GOD’S LOVE – see Romans 5:8 ‘but God proves His love for us in that while we were still
sinners Christ died for us ...’ In this way, the love of God is Jesus Christ is a ‘manifestation’ of God’s
character and love.

6 – OUR DUTY TO LOVE GOD – IN THE NEW TESTAMENT – WORSHIP & FAITH

FAITH – this is our primary response to Jesus’ love for us, and what God seeks to find in us. Faith is closely
connected with love. If we try to separate faith and love, then we are left with religiosity. But faith in Jesus
Christ which comes from a heart of love which recognises what Jesus Christ has done for us , is true faith.
(See John 3 and 4 – notice how Jesus’ challenge to Nicodemus about accepting the love of God is followed
up by Jesus’ discussion of true worship, with a Gentile woman!. See also Galatians 2:15-21.

WORSHIP – the proper response to the love of God in the New Testament as in the Old, is also worship.
Notice how many of the people who come to Jesus to ask for healing etc. ‘worship’ Him (Matt 8:2) –
whenever you see the word ‘knelt’ before him, it is the same word in Greek as ‘worship’.

Jesus does not ask people to worship Him, because worship is something which needs to arise in us, rather
than in Him!



7 – LOVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT – LOVE, JESUS’ COMMAND TO HIS DISCIPLES

THE NEW COMMANDMENT – Jesus commanded His disciples to ‘love one another’ and declared that this
was a ‘New Commandment’ (John 13:34, 14:5, 14:21f., etc.). However, as a way of deciding what it means
to ‘love one another’, look at the following analysis of all the texts in the Bible which have the words ‘... one
another’. Together, they make a useful guide!

Quality towards each other Scripture reference

Love John 13:34 (x2); John 13:35; Romans 13:8; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11; 1
John 3:23; 1 John 4:7; 1 John 4:11; 1 John 4:12; 2 John 1:5

Devotion Romans 12:10

Honour Romans 12:10

Live in harmony Romans 12:16; 1 Peter 3:8
Acceptance Romans 15:7

Instruction Romans 15:14

Greet with a holy kiss Romans 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Peter 5:14

Agreement 1 Cor 1:10

Service Gal 5:13

Bearing in love Eph 4:2

Compassionate Eph 4:32

Speak with hymns, psalms and
spiritual songs

Eph 5:19

Submit Eph 5:21; Col 3:21

Admonish in wisdom Col 3:16

Encourage 1 Thess 5:11; Heb 3:13; Heb 10:25

Spur towards love and good
deeds

Heb 10:24

Offer hospitality 1 Peter 4:8

Humility 1 Peter 5:5

Fellowship with 1 John 1:7



John 13:34,35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves.
Romans 12:16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited.
Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his
fellowman has fulfilled the law.
Romans 13:13 Therefore let us stop passing judgement on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.
Romans 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
Romans 15:14 I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge
and competent to instruct one another.
Romans 16:16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings.
1 Cor 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that
there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.
1 Cor 16:20 All the brothers here send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
2 Cor 13:12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
Gal 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature ; rather,
serve one another in love.
Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Eph 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Eph 5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord.
Eph 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Col 3:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
1 Thess 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
Titus 3:3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
Heb 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's
deceitfulness.
Heb 10:24,25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
James 4:11 Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against
the law and judges it.
1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers,
love one another deeply, from the heart.
1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate
and humble.
1 Peter 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
1 Peter 5:5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with
humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
1 Peter 5:14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin.
1 John 3:11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.
1 John 1 :23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he
commanded us.
1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God.
1 John 4:11,12 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but
if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
2 John 1:5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that
we love one another.


